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possessions by interfering in the internal affair*
of Bhop&l, and in the contests of this state with
the Bhoosla. After worsting the latter, he ex-
cited a civil war in BhopM; and giving his sup-
port to one party, was very near establishing his
authority over the whole principality; but the
state was saved by the personal courage and con-
duct of Wuzeer Mohummed, with the assistance of
Dost Mohummed, the son of Heeroo, who began
about that time to rise into notice as a rival of
Kureem. During the prosecution of this ambi-
tious course of self-aggrandisement, there was
never any intermission of the systematic pre-
datory expeditions, that still formed one of the
main resources by which the chieftains main-
tained their military power. Sindheea himself,
the Bhoosla Raja, and the Hindoo chiefs of Bun*
delkhund, were the principal sufferers by their
depredations at this period*.

During the troubles of the Mahratta empire
consequent upon the war with the British, Kureem
Khan availed himself of the opportunity to sefoe
on some possessions of Sindheea and of the P6sh-
wa's jageerdars in Malwa; insomuch, that after

* The tolerance of this practice may, in part, be accounted
for by the recollection, that a predatory inroad is not consi-
dered derogatory to the dignity of a Mahratta government,
which< avowedly regards rapine as a legitimate resource of
^the State.